


 

 
 
Sunday Readings 

  
First Reading: (Ezekiel 33:7-9) Using the image of a sentinel, whose 
task it was to keep watch and sound the alarm at impending danger, Ezekiel 
warns the people and calls them to turn from their wicked ways. Ezekiel’s 
words bear the message of God’s cry of love, urging the people to turn away 
from complacency and change their hearts. Ezekiel’s job is not to force the 
people’s response, but to make sure they are aware of both the danger of 
their ways and the options available to avert this danger. 

Second Reading: (Romans 13:8-10) Paul summarizes the elaborate 
Jewish legal code by pointing to the law’s underlying motive: love your 
neighbor. Since Paul’s letters pre-date the writing of the Gospels, his 
words are first in giving us a theology of love in relation to the law. The law 
merely functions as a custodian until our hearts and actions are moved by 
love. St. Augustine is quoted as saying: “Love, and do what you will.” 

Gospel: (Matthew 18:15-20) Matthew gives a concrete illustration of Eze-
kiel’s role as a sentinel and Paul’s call to love our neighbor. Sharing Ezekiel’s 
hope for reconciliation and a change of heart, Matthew lays out a process to 
use when division and disagreement jeopardize the unity of the faith com-
munity. The deep commitment to always reaching out in love is paramount, 
taking precedence over a desire to condemn and cast out. Such structures of 
accountability are grounded in love and serve to strengthen the community 
and heal any ruptures which may occur. 

For more information about this reflection go to https://rcdos.ca/our-faith/
growing-in-your-catholic-faith/faith-resources/ 
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A Special Thank You to Fr. Larry 

I would like to take a moment to offer a very special and heart-
felt thank you to Fr. Larry for once again being there for 
our parish while I was away on holiday. 

Fr. Larry has generously helped our parish for many years, and 
I am especially grateful that, even in retirement, he continues 
to say “yes” whenever there is a need. His willingness to come, 
celebrate Mass, and be present with our parish family is some-
thing I truly appreciate. 

Fr. Larry, your generosity means more than I can easily put 
into words. It is a great blessing to have a brother priest who  
is always willing to lend a hand and support the parish. I am 
personally very grateful not only for all the times you have 
helped us, but also for your friendship and brotherhood in the 
priesthood. 
Thank you, Fr. Larry, for continuing to share your 
time, your faith, and your priestly heart with us. May 
God reward you generously and bless you with many 
more happy and peaceful years of retirement! 
With sincere gratitude, 

Fr. Mariusz Sztuk, SDS 

                                        
1st Reconciliation & 1st Eucharist   

2026/2027 
The registration link is now open online,  
on our website to register your child for  

 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion. Your  
child must be in Grade 2-6 for this Sacrament. 

  
(please note: deadline for registration is September 21, 2026) 

Please go to our website to register for these Sacraments  

https://www.francisdesaleshighriver.com/index.php/sacraments/eucharist 

 

**************************************************************************** 

                                               Confirmation 2026/2027 

The registration link is now open online to  
register your child for Confirmation.  

Your child must be in Grade 7-12 for this Sacrament. 
      (please note: deadline for registration is Sept. 25, 2026) 

 Please go to our website to register for these Sacraments  
https://www.francisdesaleshighriver.com/index.php/sacraments/confirmation 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy  
in the office or call 403-652-2203 
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The office will be closed  Monday, Sept. 7 for the  
Labour Day weekend. There will still be mass at 9:00 am. 

Regular office hours will resume Sept. 8 at 9:00 am 
 

If you need Fr. Mariusz, you can call him at 403-992-2313 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

Back to Parish Life! 

After a wonderful holiday, 
I am happy to announce 
that I have returned to 
the parish—and the 
parish routine has re-
turned with me! 

The suitcases are un-
packed, the laundry is 
(almost) done, and the 
alarm clock has once again 
become my spiritual direc-
tor. 

I enjoyed the holiday very 
much, but I have to admit 
that I missed our parish 
family. And now that I am 
back, I am ready to return 
to the usual sched-
ule: Masses, meetings, 
phone calls, paper-
work, pastoral visits… 
and wondering where 
the holiday went so 
quickly! 

So, dear parishioners, please pray for me as I make this difficult transition from “holiday mode” to “Father, could I have a quick 

word with you?” mode. 😄 

It is good to be home!  Fr. Mariusz 

  



    

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

On September 8, the Church joyfully celebrates the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the birth of the woman whom God 
chose to become the Mother of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The Gospels do not tell us the story of Mary's birth, but from the 
earliest centuries Christians have celebrated this beautiful feast. 
The Church sees Mary's birth as a moment of hope and joy be-
cause her life would become so closely connected with God's plan 
of salvation. 

Mary's story reminds us that God often begins His greatest 
works in quiet and hidden ways. The birth of a little child in 
an ordinary family seemed, at first, like an event known only to 
those who were there. Yet that child would grow to become the 
Mother of the Savior and the woman who would give her com-
plete “yes” to God. 

Mary's life was marked by that simple and trusting re-
sponse: “Let it be done to me according to your 
word.” Her “yes” opened her heart to God's grace and allowed 
her to participate in the mystery of our redemption. 

The Feast of the Nativity of Mary is therefore not simply a cele-
bration of her birthday. It is also a celebration of God's faithfulness. Through Mary, God prepared the way for the com-
ing of Christ. Her birth points us forward to Bethlehem and, ultimately, to the Cross and Resurrection of her Son. 

I understand. I would make that section stronger, but still pastoral and appropriate for a parish bulletin. I would also 
use “culture of death,” the expression associated with St. John Paul II, rather than “culture of dead.” 

This feast also invites us to look with gratitude at the precious gift of every human life. Every person is created by God, 
loved by Him, and called to a unique purpose. Just as Mary's life had a beautiful and irreplaceable place in God's 
plan, so too does every human life have meaning and dignity in the eyes of God. 

This message is especially important in our own time, when, as St. John Paul II warned, we are confronted by a 
“culture of death”—a culture that can lead society to view some lives as less valuable, less worthy of protection, or even 
as a problem to be eliminated. We must never allow convenience, fear, suffering, age, disability, or circumstances to make 
us forget the sacred dignity of the human person. 

The birth of Mary reminds us that life is always a gift before it is anything else. Every child is a gift from God, and 
every human being—from the beginning of life to its natural end—is worthy of love, protection, and respect. 

As Christians, we are called not simply to defend life with our words, but to become a people who welcome, accompany, 
protect, and cherish life, especially when it is vulnerable or difficult. May Mary, Mother of Life, help us to recognize the 
image of God in every person and give us the courage to stand for the dignity and sanctity of human life. 

As we celebrate Mary's birth, let us ask her to pray for our families, our children, our parish, and all those who are search-
ing for hope. May she teach us to trust God more deeply and to 
respond generously when He calls. 

Happy Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary! 

 
“Hail, holy Mother! The child to whom you gave  

birth is the King of heaven and earth.” 
 

 

 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confession or Communion to the Homebound 

 
If you are homebound and desiring to receive Communion 
or the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please call the parish 

office at 403-652-2203 or email Father Marius at  
fr-marius@francisdesaleshighrivercom to request a  
visit.  He will do his best to schedule a visit with you 

 
“The Eucharist is the secret of my day. It gives strength 

and meaning to all my activities of service to the 
Church and to the whole world.  Let Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament speak to your hearts.  It is he who is the true 
answer of life that you seek.  He stays here with us: he 
is God with us. Seek him without tiring, welcome him 

without reserve, love him without interruption:  
today, tomorrow, forever."   

 

Sunday Offering 

Did you know we now take Donations  
electronically! You have the following 

options: Direct Debit, Visa, M/C. 
We also have E-transfer set up.  

 
The email address is  

donation@francisdesaleshighriver.com 
 

If you are interested in switching over  
to one of these payment methods,  

please all Nancy in the church office at 
403-652-2203 or email her at  

secretary@francisdesaleshighriver.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Adoration 
Please join us for  

Adoration after the 9:00  
am Mass on Thursdays. 
9:45 am—9:00pm.  

 
If you would like to come  

for an assigned time, please 
contact Nancy in the office  

at 403-652-2203  
or email her at  

secretary@francisdesales 
highriver.com 

 
All are welcome! 

 
 



 

September 1– 30,  

2026 

 

 

September 1 7:00 pm Fran Southgate †  

September 2 6:00 pm  Bereavement Mass 

September 3 9:15 am Colin Budd † 

September 4 9:15 am  Jim Chatsick  

September 5 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Maj Wojcik †  
Jacy Hull †  

September 6 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Our Parish 
Fran Southgate †  
Bessie Amores †  

September 7 9:00 am Melissa 

September 8 7:00 pm Justino Dakay †  †  

September 9 4:00 pm—(Hospital) 
6:00 pm 

Fran Southgate †  
SFDS CWL Sisters 

September 10 9:15 am Frank Charette †  
September 11 9:15 am  Victor Zelinski †  

September 12 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Alejandrino and Milagros Amores †  
Our Parish 

September 13 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 
5:00 pm 

St. Andrew’s CWL Sisters 
Leonard Hickey †  

 Robyn Isbister  
September 14 9:00 am Joaquim D’Sa †  

September 15 7:00 pm Tom Rosell †  

September 16 3:15 pm—(Seasons HR) 
6:00 pm 

George & Antonina Sztuk †  
Stephanie Davis †  

September 17 9:15 am Wendell & Noella & Family 

September 18 9:15 am Tony Van Wezel †  
September 19 9:00 am 

5:00 pm 
George & Antonina Sztuk † 

Jill Barton †  
September 20 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 

11:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Karen Dorchak † 
Theresa Fallows † 

Our Parish 

September 21 9:00 am Lexi Block 

September 22 7:00 pm Grazyna Sak † 

September 23 3:30 pm—(The Manor) 
6:00 pm 

Fr. Rodney Michalko†  
Brian & Marg McCallum 

September 24 9:15 am Monique Rivers 
September 25 9:15 am Barbara Charette 

September 26 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Brian & Marg McCallum 
Theresa Fallows †  

September 27 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Gerry McAuley † 
Our Parish 

Jeffrey 

September 28 9:00 am Greg & Kay Rosell  

September 29 7:00 pm Brian & Marg McCallum 

September 30 4:00 pm—(Hospital) 
6:00 pm 

Ella Fung †  
Tom Hirtle 



 

 


