


25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings

First Reading: (Isaiah 55:6-9)Chapter 55 brings Second Isaiah to a
close. Written as the Exile of God’s people into Babylon was about to end, it
is filled with hopeful passages that read like lyrics of a hymn. Since the tem-
ple has not yet been rebuilt, the first part of this reading reminds the believ-
er that God may be called upon at any time and in any place. The Divine
Presence is not confined to the temple. The God who transcends creation
and perhaps seemed far from the people in exile is ever near to believers.

Second Reading: (Philippians 1:20-24, 27) In this letter Paul’s own
personality shines forth and his own inner thoughts are revealed. Respond-
ing to the human kindness shown him by the Philippian Christians, Paul
responds in kind. For this reason, Philippians has been called the most hu-
man letter of Paul. Most of this letter was written from prison. What might
have disheartened anyone else has turned into an advantage by Paul.

Gospel: (Matthew 20:1-6) What is a parable and what does it do? “A para-
ble is a concise story that is drawn from life, which when told to a particular
audience, makes one point that challenges accepted views.” All of these
elements are present in the story Jesus tells. What is the kingdom of heaven
like? That is the basic question one must ask and the entire passage today
provides the answer. The central point of the parable is not on the wages
paid to each group but on the owner. He is generous and it is God’s generos-
ity that is the basic issue.

https://rcdos.ca/our-faith/growing-in-your-catholic-faith/faith-
resources/

1st Reconciliation &
1st Eucharist 2026/2027

The registration link is now
open online, on our website to register
your child for 1st Reconciliation & 1st
Communion. Your child must be in
Grade 2-6 for this Sacrament.
(please note: deadline for registra-
tion is September 21, 2026)

Please go to our website to register

for these Sacraments Online Giving

https://
www.francisdesaleshighriver.com/
index.php/sacraments/eucharist

Confirmation 2026/2027

The registration link is now

open online to register your child for
Confirmation. Your child must be in
Grade 7-12 for this Sacrament.
(please note: deadline for registra-
tion is Sept. 25, 2026)

Parish Website

Please go to our website to register

for these Sacraments
https://www.francisdesaleshighriver.com/
index.php/sacraments/confirmation

Biker Priest

The motorcycle knows when to stop!

September
20, 2026

What'’s the difference between a priest and a motorcycle?




The Knights are hosting a pancake
breakfast on Sunday Sept. 27, 2026
after the 11:00 am Mass.

Donations are welcome!




St. Matthew: God Had a Different
Job Description

September 21 — Feast of St. Matthew,
Apostle and Evangelist

Matthew knew money. He was a tax collector, so numbers,
taxes, accounts, and money were his daily business. In fact,
among the Apostles, he was probably the one with the most
financial experience.

So I can imagine Matthew thinking when Jesus called him:

“Finally! A job I am qualified for. Someone has to look after
the money. Surely Jesus will make me the treasurer!” But
Jesus had other plans. The money bag was given to Judas.

I wonder if Matthew ever looked at Judas and
thought, “Seriously? Judas? Why him and not me?
I actually know what I'm doing!”

Of course, the Gospel doesn't tell us that Matthew ever thought this. But I can certainly imagine it!

i
And perhaps there is a lesson here for us priests, parishioners—and especially anyone who has ever wondered why somebody |
else got the job, the responsibility, or the opportunity we thought should be ours. God's plan is often different from our
job description. |

.!

Jesus didn't call Matthew simply because he was good with money. Jesus had something much bigger in mind.

Matthew would become an Apostle and the author of one of the four Gospels. The man who once kept track of money would
now help people discover something far more valuable: the riches of God's mercy and the treasure of the Kingdom
of Heaven.

Imagine if Jesus had said, “Matthew, you are really good with numbers. You can be our treasurer.” Maybe Matthew would
have been very happy. But we might never have had the Gospel according to Matthew!

Sometimes we look at our lives and wonder, “Lord, why didn't You let me do this? Why did You give that opportunity to
someone else?”

Matthew reminds us that God may have something much better in mind. Jesus sees possibilities in us that we don't

I always see in ourselves.
i

Matthew simply heard two words: “Follow me.” He got up, left his tax booth, and followed Jesus. He didn't have the whole
plan. He didn't know he would become an Apostle. He certainly didn't know that Christians would still be reading his Gospel
two thousand years later.

He just trusted Jesus.

And maybe that's the challenge for us today. We don't need to understand everything God is doing. We don't need to have the
whole five-year plan—or even the five-day plan!

Sometimes we simply need to hear Jesus say, “Follow me,” and have enough faith to get up and go.

St. Matthew, pray for us, that we may trust God's plan—even when He gives the job we wanted to somebody
else!

Fr. Marius Sztuk, SDS



Our Canadian Martyrs

September 26 — Secondary Patrons of Canada

When we think about the history of Canada, we often think about

and across rivers with very questionable maps. But among the earli-
est people to travel into the heart of what is now Canada were men

Jesus Christ.

On September 26, the Church in Canada celebrates St. Jean de
Brébeuf, St. Isaac Jogues, priests, and their companions,
martyrs—the Canadian Martyrs and secondary patrons of our
country. They were proclaimed secondary patrons of Canada by
Pope Pius XII in 1940, with St. Joseph remaining our principal pa-
tron.

Antoine Daniel, Gabriel Lalemant, Charles Garnier and Noé€l Chabanel—and two lay missionary companions, René Goupil
and Jean de La Lande. They served among Indigenous peoples in the missions of New France during the 17th century.

They Didn't Come for an Easy Assignment
These priests did not exactly receive what we would call a comfortable parish assignment.
No rectory. No heated church. No parish office. No Wi-Fi. And definitely no coffee machine.

They lived among the people they served, learned their languages and customs, travelled through difficult country, endured
hunger, cold, illness, isolation and danger. Their mission was not simply to build churches. They wanted to introduce people
to Jesus Christ and to live the Gospel among them.

St. Jean de Brébeuf spent years among the Wendat (Huron), learning their language and culture. He even composed a gram-
mar, dictionary and catechism in the Huron language. His famous Christmas hymn, traditionally associated with the Huron
people, is remembered today as the Huron Carol.

St. Isaac Jogues experienced terrible suffering after being captured and tortured. Yet after escaping and returning to France,
he eventually chose to return to the missions.

Imagine that conversation:

"Father, you escaped! You are safe!"

"Yes."

"Wonderful! So where are you going now?"
"Back."

That is missionary courage.

“I Go, and I Shall Not Return”

St. Isaac Jogues understood something that is difficult for us to understand today: following Christ does not always mean
choosing the easiest road.

His famous words were:

“I go, and I shall not return.”

in 1646. Other companions suffered martyrdom over the following years. St. Jean de Brébeuf and St. Gabriel Lalemant were
killed in 1649, followed later that year by St. Charles Garnier and St. Noél Chabanel.

They were beatified in 1925 and canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1930.

St. Jean de Brébeuf, St. Isaac Jogues & Companions:

explorers, pioneers, fur traders, and people travelling through forests

carrying something even more important than a map: the Gospel of

'There were eight martyrs: six Jesuits—Jean de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues,

He knew that returning to the mission might cost him his life. And it eventually did. Jogues and Jean de La Lande were killed



What Do They Have to Say to Us Today?
We might think: “Father, that was 400 years ago. What does this have to do with me?”
Quite a lot.

The Canadian Martyrs remind us that faith is not something we are meant to keep safely inside the
church building.Faith is something we carry into our homes, workplaces, schools, friendships and communi-
ties.

They also remind us that evangelization requires patience. They spent years learning how to communicate the
Gospel across languages and cultures. They did not simply arrive, preach for ten minutes and ask everyone to fill
out a registration form!

They had to listen, learn, build relationships and persevere.

And perhaps most importantly, they remind us that Jesus must remain at the centre of our lives. The
Priests of Canada today continue to point to the martyrs' self-giving love as an important part of their spiritual leg-
acy.

A Mission Still Unfinished

Canada has changed dramatically since the time of Brébeuf and Jogues. But the mission of sharing Christ has not
ended.

Our country needs saints today just as much as it did in the 1600s.

i
We need parents who teach their children to pray. |
We need young people who are not afraid to live their faith.
We need grandparents who pass on the faith they received. |
We need priests and religious who serve generously.
And we need ordinary Catholics who are willing to say, “Lord, here I am. Send me.” |
.!

The Canadian Martyrs remind us that holiness is not about having an easy life. It is about giving our lives to
Christ wherever He has placed us.

So on September 26, let us ask St. Jean de Brébeuf, St. Isaac Jogues and their companions to pray for Canada, for
our families, for our Church, and for all of us.

And perhaps we can make one small missionary decision ourselves.

Invite someone to Mass.
Return to Confession.
Pray with your family.
I Speak about your faith.

Forgive someone.
Help someone who is struggling.

You don't have to cross the wilderness of Canada like they did.

Sometimes the mission field is simply the person sitting beside us at the dinner table.St. Jean de
Brébeuf, St. Isaac Jogues and companions, pray for us!

Fr. Marius Sztuk, SDS
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Confession or Communion to the Homebound

Sunday Offering

Adoration
Please join us for

If you are homebound and desiring to receive Communion
or the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please call the parish
office at 403-652-2203 or email Father Marius at
fr-marius@francisdesaleshighrivercom to request a
visit. He will do his best to schedule a visit with you

“The Eucharist is the secret of my day. It gives strength
and meaning to all my activities of service to the
Church and to the whole world. Let Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament speak to your hearts. It is he who is the true
answer of life that you seek. He stays here with us: he
is God with us. Seek him without tiring, welcome him
without reserve, love him without interruption:
today, tomorrow, forever."

Did you know we now take Donations
electronically! You have the following
options:
We also have E-transfer set up.

The email address is
donation@francisdesaleshighriver.com

If you are interested in switching over
to one of these payment methods,
please all Nancy in the church office at
403-652-2203 or email her at
secretary@francisdesaleshighriver.com

Adoration after the 9:00
am Mass on Thursdays.
145 am—9:00pm.
Direct Debit, Visa, M/C. 9:45 9 P
If you would like to come
for an assigned time, please
contact Nancy in the office
at 403-652-2203
or email her at

secretary@francisdesales
highriver.com

All are welcome!

r
SFDS Ministry Schedule
Sept.19 & 20, 2026

I Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sunday 11:00 am 5:00pm

Greeters Catherine M. Cliff & Bae FrEER
I Lector Joyce/Donna Geraldine/Don Mathew/Doreen
I Choir  SFDS Community Choir  Filipino Choir whren

Coffee Hosts N/A Gerry M. & Family N/A
I Share The Word N/A N/A N/A
L

[
HOLY FIRE LOGO CONTEST

come badges that members will collect throughout the year. Details to come
GET INVOLVED!

What an impressive feat for the youths to take a list of approximately 30 group names and whittle it down to one for the group: Holy
Fire. Members will have the opportunity to design a logo for the group. One will be chosen to be our logo, while the runners up will be-

With now over 60 members in the Holy Fire Youth Group, we will need more volunteers to

ensure that the program runs smoothly and safely. If you would like to volunteer for the

Youth Group, please contact the office at youth@francisdesaleshighriver.com

Please Note that Youth Ministry volunteers will need to complete a vulnerable sector police check.

STARTING THE YEAR OFF
WITH A BANG!

What an amazing turnout to the first Youth Group Night for
2026—27! A total of 51 youths attended Friday. Thank you
for your patience during the Registration period.

The youths enjoyed learning the Church Clap Dance, play-
ing boardgames, coming up with their name, and beginning
the journey to figure out God’s special plan for each of
them.

For upcoming Youth Group events, an RSVP link will go out
the week before via email, the parish bulletin, and social
media. We ask that you RSVP by Wednesday prior to
Youth Group Night to ensure that we have enough food and
supplies for Holy Fire Fridays.




September 1— 30,

2026

September 1 7:00 pm Fran Southgate *
September 2 6:00 pm Bereavement Mass
September 3 9:15 am Colin Budd t
September 4 9:15 am Jim Chatsick
September 5 9:00 am Maj Wojcik T
5:00 pm Jacy Hull t
September 6 9:00 am—(Vulcan) Our Parish
11:00 am Fran Southgate t
5:00 pm Bessie Amores T
September 7 9:00 am Melissa
September 8 7:00 pm Justino Dakay T T
September 9 4:00 pm—(Hospital) Fran Southgate *

6:00 pm

SFDS CWL Sisters

September 10 9:15 am Frank Charette
September 11 9:15 am Victor Zelinski t
September 12 9:00 am Alejandrino and Milagros Amores t
5:00 pm Our Parish
September 13 9:00 am—(Vulcan) St. Andrew’s CWL Sisters
11:00 am Leonard Hickey *
5:00 pm Robyn Isbister
September 14 9:00 am Joaquim D’Sa t
September 15 7:00 pm Tom Rosell T
September 16 3:15 pm—(Seasons HR) George & Antonina Sztuk t
6:00 pm Stephanie Davis T
September 17 9:15 am Wendell & Noella & Family
September 18 9:15 am Tony Van Wezel t
September 19 9:00 am George & Antonina Sztuk t
5:00 pm Jill Barton *

September 20

9:00 am—(Vulcan)
11:00 am

Karen Dorchak
Theresa Fallows

5:00 pm Our Parish
September 21 9:00 am Lexi Block
September 22 7:00 pm Grazyna Sak T
September 23 3:30 pm—(The Manor) Dr. Rodney Michalkow t

6:00 pm Brian & Marg McCallum
September 24 9:15 am Monique Rivers
September 25 9:15 am Barbara Charette
September 26 9:00 am Brian & Marg McCallum

5:00 pm Theresa Fallows T
September 27 9:00 am—(Vulcan) Gerry McAuley

11:00 am Our Parish

5:00 pm Jeffrey
September 28 9:00 am Greg & Kay Rosell
September 29 7:00 pm Brian & Marg McCallum
September 30 4:00 pm—(Hospital) Ella Fung t

6:00 pm Tom Hirtle







