


 
 

  Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: (Sirach  27:30, 28:7) Mercy and forgiveness 
should be at the heart of the Christian life. Yet, as today’s First Read-
ing wisely reminds us, often we cherish our wrath, nourish our anger, 
and refuse mercy to those who have done us wrong.  

Second Reading:  (Romans 14:7-9)  as Paul reminds us in today’s 
Epistle, we are the Lord’s. Each of us has been purchased by the blood 
of Christ shed for us on the Cross (see Revelation 5:9).   

Gospel: (Matthew 18:21-35)  Jesus, too, strikes close to home in 
today’s Gospel with His realistic portrayal of the wicked servant who 
won’t forgive a fellow servant’s debt, even though his own slate has 
just been wiped clean by their master.  

https://stpaulcenter.com/reflections for more info.   
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Ordinary Time 

 

September 
17, 2023 

                      
FORGIVEN: TOO POOR TO PAY 

  

When the books of a certain Scottish doctor were examined after  
his death, it was found that a number of accounts were crossed 
through with a note: "Forgiven too poor to pay." But the physician's 
wife later decided that these accounts must be paid in full and she 
proceeded to sue for money. When the case came to court the judge 
asked but one question. Is this your husband's handwriting? When 
she replied that it was he responded: "There is no court in the land 
that can obtain a debt once the word forgiven has been written." 
 
And that is the good news that the Gospel offers us this morning. 
God's attitude is not "I'll forgive but I won't forget," but rather, 
"Forgiven, Forgotten Forever." Across our debt has been written the 
words, "Forgiven too poor to pay." Once a debt has been cancelled 
there is no one who can collect on it. God wipes it out of his mind. 
Oh, if we could only do that. If we could forgive others like that; If 
we could forgive ourselves like that. 

 

 
“If we look forward to receiving God’s 

mercy, we can never fail to do good  
so long as we have the strength. For  
if we share with the poor, out of love 

for God, whatever God has given  
to us, we shall receive according  
to God’s promise a hundredfold  

in eternal happiness.” 
St. John of God 

1st Reconciliation & 1st Eucharist   
2023/2024 

 
The registration link is now open online to register your child for  

1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion. 
 

Your child must be in Grade 2-6 for this Sacrament. 
 (please note: deadline for registration is October 8, 2023) 

 
Please go to our website to register for these Sacraments  

www.francisdesaleshighriver.com 
 

The  Parent Info Sessions for Sacramental Preparation is  
September 23, at 6:00 pm in the church. Dates  
for the classes will be provided at this meeting. 

 
If you have any questions, please  

contact Nancy at the church office by  
phone: 403-652-2203 or by email:  

francisdsales@shaw.ca 
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St. Andrew’s Parish, Vulcan 
For those parents wanting to learn more about  

the Sacramental Prep. for 1st Reconciliation & 1st  
 Communion, please com e to the Parent Info                                   

Session on Sunday, September 17, 2023 
3:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Parish. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy at the church  
office at 403-652-2203 or by email at francisdesales@shaw.ca             

 
 

There will be an  
R.C.I.A. Team  

meeting on Thursday,  
September 21, at 7:00 pm  

in the church hall. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Adoration 
Please join us for our 

Adoration after the 9:00  
am mass on Thursdays, 

from 9:45 am—9:00pm. 
If you would like to come 

for an assigned time, please 
contact Nancy in the office 

at 403-652-2203  
or email her at  

francisdesales@shaw.ca  
All are welcome! 

Confession or Communion to the Homebound 
 

If you are homebound and desiring to receive communion or  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please call the parish office at  
403-652-2203 or email Father Marius at dzambel@me.com to  
request a visit.   He will do his best to schedule a visit with you 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"The Eucharist is the secret of my day. It gives strength and meaning to all 
my activities of service to the Church and to the whole world.  Let Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament speak to your hearts.  It is he who is the true answer 
of life that you seek.  He stays here with us: he is God with us. Seek him 

without tiring, welcome him without reserve, love him without interrup-
tion: today, tomorrow, forever."  Saint John Paul II 

 Sunday Offering 

Did you know we now take  
Donations electronically! 

   You have the following options: 
 

Direct Debit, Visa, Master Card. We also have 
E-transfer set up. The email address is  

 
donation@francisdesaleshighriver.com 

 

If you are interested in switching over to one 
of these payment methods, please call Nancy 

in the church office at403-652-2203  
or email her at francisdesales@shaw.ca 

 

 

 

Hospital Stay 

If you are in the hospital, and are  
Roman Catholic, please insure 

you or a family member contacts  
Nancy in the Church Office at  

403– 652-2203.  This will ensure  
that you will be visited by the  
Priest or Pastoral Care Team. 

  

 

St. Francis de Sales Gift Shop! 

Looking for that special gift for Baptism, 1st 
Communion, Confirmation, Birthday or for yourself? Come 
and check our out new Gift Shop!!If you see something you 

would like to buy, please see Nancy in the church office 
during the weekday office hours. 

Monday—Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Friday, 9:00 am to noon 

Financial Report January - May 2023 

 

                                 

 



 
St. Matthew 

 
Humanly speaking, none of us would have given a 
chance to be called by Jesus Christ to Levi, who 
agreed to perform such a social role, a tax collector  
for the Roman occupier. In the eyes of the people  
of that time, he and all others like him were consid-
ered sinners, and for a double reason: first he was a 
collaborator with the occupier of the Chosen People, 
the Roman Empire, and secondly, he was treated as  
a thief, because almost every one of them collected 
higher taxes, of which, according to Roman law, he 
left for himself a large part as salary. But Jesus 
Christ called him because he takes into account more 
than just the external circumstances of life. First of 
all, he looks at what is hidden and accomplished in 
the depths of man's heart. Certainly, he also saw in  
Levi-Matthew much good, which he wanted to  
awaken and direct for the good of the future kingdom 
that he was establishing. In this mystery of Mat-
thew's apostolic vocation, there is a great truth that 
Jesus Christ loves every man and sees at least a little 
bit of the good that he wishes to develop in collabora-
tion with that man in order to give a deeper meaning 
to his life. In the same way, Jesus Christ looks at each 
and every one of us. So, Jesus, following the path of 
realizing the salvific Redemption, notices Levi –  
Matthew, he looked at him. and, calling to live in a 
deeper relationship. Matthew breaks away and  
leaves his previous lifestyle and follow Jesus. The  
life of each and every one of us is similar, because  
Jesus Christ, looks into our hearts, loving us, even 
when we are touched by human weaknesses. He  
wants to fill us with the fruits of the Redemption,  
he invites us to friendship with himself, in which  
he wants to give meaning and depth to our lives,  

and he sends us to be tellers of faith to our loved ones, for whom we live or whom he has placed on our path. Let  
us ask St Matthew to obtain for us the grace to welcome Jesus Christ into our lives, who constantly approaches  
us and invites us to live the faith authentically, that is, to friendship with one another and to be apostles in our  
environments. 
 
 
Attributes: 
 
Book:  
Saint Matthew, the Apostle and Evangelist, is most often depicted with a book. As with the other evangelists, art-
ists sometimes show him at the time of writing. Almost always the book of the saint, symbolizing his Gospel. 
 
Angel:  
Each of the four Evangelists has its own symbol: John the eagle, Mark the lion, Luke the bull, and Matthew the 
angel. The winged human figure refers to the beginning of the Gospel of St. Matthew. After presenting the geneal-
ogy of Jesus, he describes the appearance of the angel to Saint Joseph (Mt 1:20). 
 
Sword:  
Little is known about the life of St. Matthew. According to tradition, he suffered a martyr's death. Perhaps he was 
beheaded by the sword. That is why he is sometimes depicted with a sword in his hand. Since it is not known for 
sure whether the murder weapon was a sword, sometimes there are images of a saint with an ax, a spear or a 
halberd.  
 



 

 

They have arrived!! 
Our new furnaces have arrived, and  

will be installed on September 25-27. 
 

There will be a crane and some other  
construction equipment, at the church,  

so we may need to close one of the  
entrances in order for these to be installed.  

Sorry for the inconvenience. 
 

Thank you to all who have  
donated to the furnace fund. 

 
     There will be a Finance 

Council  meeting on Thursday, 
Sept. 21, at 6:00 pm in  the 

church hall.                                                       

 
 

HIGH RIVER PRO-LIFE 
APPLE FUNDRAISER 

2023 

Fresh picked Creston B.C. apples  
– Gala, Mac, Spartans and Fuji’s 

20 lb boxes for $40.00. 
Please pre-order by calling 

403-652-7975 
 

Apples will be picked approximately mid-
October and delivered within the week. 
Don’t miss out on these delicious tasting 
apples and at the same time supporting  

a most important cause – LIFE! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ministries in Our Parish 

 
Adoration: a team of committed individuals have been involved 
in the Eucharistic Adoration Ministry on Thursdays for many 
years. This is an opportunity to spend quiet time with the Blessed 
Sacrament. Our team also ensures that the Blessed Sacrament is 
not left unattended. Commitment: half hour to one hour on 
Thursday’s. Adoration is from 9:3o am to 9:00 pm. Spares are 
needed. 
 
Altar Servers: an altar server’s primary role is to assist the 
priest in the celebration of the liturgy. By fulfilling their  
responsibilities during Mass with reverence, they set an  
example for the rest of the congregation through their full,  
active, and conscious participation. The mechanics of serving 
can be easily taught, but it takes a certain maturity to reverently 
serve God in the Eucharistic liturgy. You must have your 1st 
Communion in order to Altar Serve. Commitment: as scheduled, 
once every 3 to 4 weeks. There will also be a compulsory  
Workshop for all servers. 
 
Baptismal Preparation: Parents wishing to have a child bap-
tized are asked to register at the parish office or on-line. The 
baptismal preparation meeting is about two hours in duration and 
is held at the parish hall. 
 
Bereavement: to provide support to a parish member during 
their grieving process. A member of the Pastoral Care Ministry. 
Training in pastoral care & bereavement care required &  
provided. Commitment: may be a weekly visit or a monthly  
visit determined by individual need. 
 
Bible Study: A wonderful oppor tunity to journey with our  
Parish Priest, Deacon and members of our Church Family on a 
scriptural tour of the Bible and practices of our Catholic Faith. 
Significant topics have included but are not limited to a focus on: 
                                  
                              The Old Testament  
                              The Gospels  
                              The Book of Revelation 
                              Jesus: The Way, The Truth, and the Life  
                              A Biblical Walk through the Mass 
 
Join the group every week and be on your way to a better under-
standing of our Catholic Faith. Explore and research questions, 
watch video presentation, partake in discussion and get to know 
others in our Church Community. 
 
Bread Ministry: Volunteer Team who collect donations of 
bread from a bakery, package products to prepare for distribu-
tion, and distribute bread. Commitment: Once a month. 
 

 
 
Building and Maintenance: A small committee that is respon-
sible for identifying and resolving building and maintenance 
issues related to our church and rectory. 
 
Catholic Women’s League - CWL: the CWL is an association 
of lay Catholic women rooted in gospel values, calling its 
members to holiness through service to the people of God. At 
St. Francis de Sales, the CWL supports Catholic women 
through fellowship and spiritual enlightenment. The SFDS 
CWL also supports parish functions and youth through fund-
raising and “hands on” help, as well as doing the luncheon’s  
For funerals. Commitment: monthly meetings as scheduled. 
 
Children Sacramental Prep.: By offering an enrichment pro-
gram this parish promises to support and assist parents in the 
preparation of their children to receive the sacraments. We of-
fer three separate programs for1st Holy Communion, Reconcil-
iation and Confirmation (every second or third year). We rec-
ognize that parents are the primary catechists of their children. 
Our personal commitment is to oversee the growth of a 
life of faith and the celebration of the sacraments within the 
family. Under the guidance of a senior Coordinating couple,  
we welcome new team volunteers to provide these programs. 
Commitment: a schedule will be done up according to your  
availability. 
 
Church Office Volunteers: A small support group for the 
church Administrator, responsible for manning the office in 
Nancy’s absence, and assisting with clerical tasks, filing,  
reception, data entry, archival update, membership etc.  
Commitment: Ongoing projects, annual and seasonal activ-
ities, and as needed. 
 
Circle of Prayer: Coordinated group of people who pray for 
specific intentions/requests of parishioners. Commitment: as 
required to communicate requests. 
 
Coffee Hosts: This ministry provides an opportunity for  
parishioners to interact spiritually and socially, bonding them 
into a closer-knit church community. One of the rewards of this 
ministry is seeing the eager looks of the children as they enjoy 
the treats provided by the parish. We have a few dedicated vol-
unteers and are looking to add new members to this ministry. 
Please contact Gery McCallum if you are interested in joining 
this ministry. Commitment: Once every 4-6 weeks depending 
on the number of volunteers. 
 
Collection Counter: to count the weekend collections, allocate 
to accounts and do bank deposit weekly. Commitment: a sched-
uled rotation, twice a month, 2-3 hours Monday mornings with 
3-4 other volunteers. 
 
Couples for Christ: This program is an integrated course lead-
ing into a renewed understanding of God’s call to Christian 
Couples and Individuals. CLP is open to Christian of all de-
nominations, 22 years old and above. Married Couples, Single 
Men & Women, Living Singly or Away from the Family are 
encouraged and welcomed. Commitment: to be determined. 
Please watch the bulletin and bulletin board for dates. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Eucharistic Ministry: Communion Ministers assist in the distri-
bution of Holy Communion, and in ministering to the sick and 
homebound of our Parish. 
Through their ministry, they affirm the real presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist with reverence. Training provided. Commitment: 
Once every 4-6 weeks. Please specify whether you would like to 
be scheduled Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Finance Committee: The finance committee is charged with 
making responsible decisions with the money that each one of us 
gives to the parish. Members need to have a key idea of the day-
to-day workings of the parish and work to make sure that the 
organization is in good financial health. Meetings held as needed. 
As a caring catholic parish, we attempt to return, cultivate and 
share these monetary gifts with love and justice to all. 
 
Greeters: to greet fellow parishioners at entry to church prior to 
mass on Saturday and/or Sunday. Commitment: 30 minutes be-
fore mass once a month. 
 
Helping Hands: Has been active since 2018 in this parish. We 
welcome any parishioners who wish to extend themselves in the 
service of the poor to consider volunteering with this lay minis-
try. Our main work involves those in our community in need and 
occasionally aiding after assessment of the request. Commitment: 
Once every 4-6 weeks 
 
Knights of Columbus: The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal 
order of Catholic men dedicated to the ideals of charity, unity, 
fraternity, and patriotism. Commitment: a monthly meeting on 
the first Monday of the month. Service projects are group di-
rected. 
 
Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God during the Liturgy. 
In pro-claiming the Scriptures, their voice becomes the voice 
through which the Holy Spirit speaks to the celebrating congre-
gation. Commitment: Schedule done up by Lector Coordinator. 
 
Liturgical Decorating: By enhancing the sanctuary with appro-
priate decorations, the Liturgical Decorating Committee contrib-
utes in fostering a deeper worship of our Lord in Liturgy. If you 
like to be creative, you can share your talents by joining the com-
mittee. Commitment: most of the day before Easter, Christmas 
and other special feasts. 
 
Marriage Preparation: To comply with the requirements for  
the Sacrament of Marriage, couples should contact Fr. Mariusz 
Sztuk, SDS at least four months prior to the proposed date of the 
marriage to allow time for the paperwork to be completed, and 
for a marriage preparation course to be taken. 
 
Music Ministry: Music plays a major role in much of our liturgi-
cal, sacramental, and community life at St. Francis de Sales and 
has the ability to lift the heart to God and encourage prayer. The 
music ministry includes both instrumental and vocal. Our choirs 
are the Adult Choir, Children, and Funeral Choir. Commitment: 
Schedule done up by Music Director. 
 
Palliative Care: to provide a supportive presence to persons who 
are dying and their families. Assist with High River Hospital Pal-
liative Team. Pastoral Care and Palliative Care Courses required 
and provided. Commitment: determined by need. 
 

 
 
Palliative Care: to provide a supportive presence to persons 
who are dying and their families. Assist with High River Hos-
pital Palliative Team. Pastoral Care and Palliative Care Courses 
required and provided. Commitment: determined by need. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council: The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
serves as a consultative body that makes recommendations to 
the pastor, including review and recommendation of all parish 
ministry plans. Commitment: meeting as needed. 
 
Pastoral Care: to provide support for spiritual needs and to 
take communion to persons unable to come to church. Pastoral 
Care course is required and provided. Commitment:  
3 hours once a month. 
 
R.C.I.A.: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is 
the sacramental process through which adults are welcomed 
into the Catholic Church. At the heart of the RCIA process is 
conversion, and each journeyer (candidate) requires a sponsor 
from the parish to support him/her. Commitment: weekly on 
Wednesday evening. 
 
Sacristian: A Sacristan is knowledgeable and willing to learn 
the local liturgical procedures, to set up and prepare for mass. 
Sacristan maintains the beauty of our Lord’s Table as well as 
the rest of our Church Sacristy, to give full glory to God. To 
assist in laundering of sacristy linens, priest’s albs & altar serv-
er gowns. Clean up after mass on weekends, set up for religious 
feast and special days. Commitment: scheduled on a monthly 
basis 
 
Share the Word: to lead our children 3-7 years of age in pre-
planned and prepared Children’s Liturgy. Commitment: once a 
month during Sunday mass. 
 
Technical Ministry: The responsibility of the Technical Sup-
port department is to facilitate the audio and visual needs of the 
parish. Volunteers in this ministry have the privilege of serving 
God in a growing and vibrant community. We have a need for 
people to serve not only at the weekend Masses, but also 
throughout the week. Commitment: a schedule will be done up 
according to your availability. 
 
Ushers: men & women welcome & direct people to available 
seating, assist with communion  
procession, take up collection, and assist those  
with special needs. Workshop attendance required. Commit-
ment: one mass per  month 
 
Youth Group: to lead K- Grade 6 structured social activities 
and pizza supper. Commitment: once a month. Adults and Gr. 6 
Junior Leaders needed. 
 

 
If you want more information on any of the ministries,  

please call Nancy at the church office, 403-652-2203  
or email at francisdesales@shaw.ca 
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     Already have a                                                   Registering on FORMED is easier 
     FORMED Account?                                            than ever! 
 

1. Visit FORMED.org                                                           1. Go to FORMED.org/signup 
2. Click Sign-In                                                                     2. Enter Notre Dame Collegiate                   
3.  Enter Your Email                                                            Select the one with address 1500  
4. Click in the link in your email                                       High Country Drive NW High River                                  
5. You’re in! No more passwords!                                   3. Enter your name and email                       

 



 

 
 

September 1– 30,  
2023 

 

 

 

September 1 9:15 am Wendell & Noelle Hoffart 

September 2 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Francis Lovoie † 
Ann-Marie Stokes † 

September 3 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

Our Parish 
Eva Jean Macdonald † 

September 4 9:00 am Isabelle Nicol 
September 5 7:00 pm Moyra Walton † 
September 6 6:00 pm Bereavement Mass 
September 7 9:15 am Terry Strang † 
September 8 9:15 am Don Crawford † 
September 9 9:00 am 

5:00 pm 
Owen Abma 

Tony Van Wezel † 
September 10 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 

11:00 am 
Our Parish 

Maria Naag † 
September 11 9:00 am Fr. Bryan Frank 

September 12 7:00 pm Barbara Zimmer 
September 13 4:00 pm—(HR Hospital) 

6:00 pm 
Chris Magosse 

SFDS CWL Sisters 
September 14 9:15 am Ilene Clance † 
September 15 9:15 am Steve Abma 
September 16 9:00 am 

5:00 pm 
George & Antonina Sztuk † 

Jan McNelis † 
September 17 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 

11:00 am 
Our Parish 

 Maria Naag † 
September 18 9:00 am Emily Brookwell † 

September 19 7:00 pm George & Antonina Sztuk † 

September 20 3:15 pm—(Seasons HR) 
6:00 pm 

Bernard Amlin † 
Theresa Fallows † 

September 21 9:15 am Edna Langenberger † 
September 22 9:15 am Paul Pilon † 

September 23 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Danny & Mary Rehak † 
Victor & Bernice Zelinski 

September 24 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

Our Parish 
 Jill Barton † 

September 25 9:00 am Paul D. Praught † 
September 26 7:00 pm Theresa Fallows † 

September 27 3:30 pm—(The Manor) 
6:00 pm 

Edna Langenberger † 
Norbert Wasylenko 

September 28 9:15 am John Palmer 

September 29 9:15 am Claude Labre † 
September 30 9:00 am 

5:00 pm 
Gail Daniels † 
Ilene Clancy † 



 

 

 


